Feast of First Fruits 

(Leviticus 23:9-14)

First fruits is mentioned twice in scripture in Leviticus and Numbers.  Leviticus 23:9-14  Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 10  “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘When you have come into the land which I give to you, and shall reap its the harvest, then you shall bring the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest: 11  and he shall wave the sheaf before Yahweh, to be accepted for you. On the next day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12  On the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb without blemish a year old for a burnt offering to Yahweh. 13  The meal offering with it shall be two tenth parts of an ephah *n13.1 of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire to Yahweh for a pleasant aroma; and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, the fourth part of a hin. 14  You shall eat neither bread, nor roasted grain, nor fresh grain, until this same day, until you have brought the offering of your God. This is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

 Numbers 28:16-31  “‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, is Yahweh’s Passover. 17  On the fifteenth day of this month shall be a feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. 18  In the first day shall be a holy convocation: you shall do no servile work; 19  but you shall offer an offering made by fire, a burnt offering to Yahweh: two young bulls, and one ram, and seven male lambs a year old; they shall be to you without blemish; 20  and their meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil: you shall offer three tenth parts for a bull, and two tenth parts for the ram. 21  You shall offer a tenth part for every lamb of the seven lambs; 22  and one male goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you. 23  You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning, which is for a continual burnt offering. 24  In this way you shall offer daily, for seven days, the food of the offering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to Yahweh: it shall be offered besides the continual burnt offering, and the drink offering of it. 25  On the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation: you shall do no servile work.

 26  “‘Also in the day of the first fruits, when you offer a new meal offering to Yahweh in your feast of weeks, you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no servile work; 27  but you shall offer a burnt offering for a pleasant aroma to Yahweh: two young bulls, one ram, seven male lambs a year old; 28  and their meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil, three tenth parts for each bull, two tenth parts for the one ram, 29  a tenth part for every lamb of the seven lambs; 30  one male goat, to make atonement for you. 31  Besides the continual burnt offering, and the meal offering of it, you shall offer them (they shall be to you without blemish), and their drink offerings.

Leviticus provides the command for the feast. 
In Numbers, Moses spells out the special sacrifices that are required for the Feast of First fruits. 
Leviticus 23:15-21 distinguishes first fruits from Shavuot and ties this feast to Shavuot or Pentecost by the counting of the omer.
Leviticus 23:15-21   “‘You shall count from the next day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall be completed: 16  even to the next day after the seventh Sabbath you shall number fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal offering to Yahweh. 17  You shall bring out of your habitations two loaves of bread for a wave offering made of two tenth parts of an ephah of fine flour. They shall be baked with yeast, for first fruits to Yahweh. 18  You shall present with the bread seven lambs without blemish a year old, one young bull, and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to Yahweh, with their meal offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of a sweet aroma to Yahweh. 19  You shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20  The priest shall wave them with the bread of the first fruits for a wave offering before Yahweh, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to Yahweh for the priest. 21  You shall make proclamation on the same day: there shall be a holy convocation to you; you shall do no regular work. This is a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.

There are three different names for First Fruits
· The Hebrew name is Reshit Ketzivchem which means first fruits of your harvest. 

· It is also called Feast of Omer, because it is the beginning of a special Jewish ceremony, the counting of the omer. Omer was the sacrifice presented at the Temple for first fruits and the counting began on the morrow (Leviticus 23:15-16). Counting of the omer was the command to count 49 days (seven weeks). 

· And third, it was called Feast of the Wave-sheath because that was what was required, i.e. the waving of the sheath of grain before the L-rd to bless the remainder of the crop for that season.

Biblical Practice

First fruits represents the celebration of the first grain harvest of the spring. One sheath offering of grain was taken to the Temple. These offerings were made the day following the Sabbath which means it would be on Sunday and it marked the beginning of the two month spring harvest. 

Jewish Observance

Until 70 CE (AD) the Jews followed the Biblical instructions. However, since 70 CE the feast has been pretty much ignored as it is an agricultural feast. Leviticus 23:14 says “it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwelling.” Oh Vey! Remember that Jews in Europe were forbidden from owning property and agriculture along with the Feast of First fruits died out of their culture. Since 1967 CE, however, this feast is being celebrated in Israel as the desert has been made to bloom as prophesied. So for almost 1900 years it was virtually impossible to fulfill the command of G-d through Moses (Torah) to the children of Israel.

Messianic Significance

The Feast of First fruits was fulfilled by the resurrection of Yeshua. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23). Paul tells us that Yeshua (Jesus) was the first fruits of the Resurrection. According to scripture this occurs the day after the Sabbath, meaning Sunday which in Hebrew reckoning starts at sundown of Saturday evening. 

Yeshua was not the first one raised from the dead, but all the others were “restorations” back to natural life and they died again. Yeshua was the first and the only One who has experienced this type of resurrection, i.e. the first of more to come wherein Paul says, “corruption puts on incorruption and mortality puts on immortality.”
The Feast of Passover was fulfilled by the death of Messiah

The Feast of Unleavened Bread was fulfilled by sinlessness of His sacrifice

The Feast of First fruits was fulfilled by Resurrection of Messiah.
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