The Name of YHWH 

Who says , "Don't use His name!"
by C.F. Montgomery

Recently there have been a few reputable Messianic Ministries that are now saying that we should not use His Name even in worship. Let's take a look at what a couple of these ministries are saying.

First let's look at Ha Derek Ministries from a newsletter entitled ,"Why We Should Reconsider Speaking “The Name”. The following will be quotes from many excerpts from the article so it does get rather long but I would rather look honestly at both sides of the argument. Here are the quotes from the article: "We have since come to a different conclusion about this issue and would like to explain some of the reasons why we have come to reconsider our previous practice of audibly pronouncing the name of YHVH. What we wish to do in this article is outline a few reasons from Scripture why we have reconsidered this practice so that our readers may understand that there is more to this issue than they may have thought." They then quote 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 which says, 1 It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. For I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Messiah, fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I don’t know, or whether out of the body, I don’t know; God knows), such a one caught up into the third heaven. 3 I know such a man (whether in the body, or outside of the body, I don’t know; God knows), 4 how he was caught up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

Ha Derek then says," He heard “unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” What did he mean by this? What kinds of words would he have heard in heaven, and why were such words not lawful for a man to utter? ... Therefore, we conclude that is permitted by law.” Sha’ul(Paul) acknowledged that a man is not permitted to utter or speak out loud, to express in audible speech, the words which he heard in heaven. It is against the law for a man to do so. Now that we have concluded that Sha’ul rightly acknowledged the normative Jewish restriction against audibly pronouncing the Name, we will now address the reason why it is rightly considered unlawful at this time to utter the Name.

Where is it written that you cannot speak the name as they say Paul is saying?

Next they quote Exodus 20:22-26 which says "YHWH said to Moses: Thus shall you say to the sons of Israel, You have seen that from the heavens I have spoken with you. (23) You shall not make anything beside Me: no elohim of silver nor elohim of gold shall you make for yourselves. (24) An altar of ground soil shall you make for Me, and you will sacrifice on it your ascent offerings and your peace offerings, your flock and your herd. In every place where I shall record My name I shall come to you and will bless you. (25) And if you shall make an altar of stones for Me you shall not build it with them trimmed; in case you have swung your sword against it, then you have profaned it. (26) And you shall not ascent on My altar by stairs so that your nakedness be not exposed on it."

The following is Ha Derek's argument: 
" This is a very specific commandment [mitzvah] wherein YHVH outlines the conditions that must be in place for his people to “record” his name. But what does it mean to “record” his name? The Complete Jewish Bible has the end of this verse translated more accurately. “In every place where I cause my name to be mentioned, I will come to you and bless you.” The essence of this translation comes out in other English versions as well. The Jewish Publication Society Tanakh renders it, “in every place where I cause my name to be mentioned I will come to you and bless you.” Also, the Judaica Press Complete Tanach renders the verse, “Wherever I allow My name to be mentioned, I will come to you and bless you.” The key word is [azkiyr] which literally means, “I cause or permit to be mentioned/remembered.” Therefore, we have a mitzvah in the Torah which outlines for us 
the specific circumstances which need to be in place for YHVH to permit his people to make mention of his literal and explicit Name. What are these conditions? First, YHVH teaches us that we are permitted to make mention of his name when an unblemished sacrifice is offered on a properly constructed and 
dedicated altar. Second, we may make mention of his name only when the shechinah [physical and visible presence of YHVH] comes to YHVH’s people. This is the meaning of the portion of the verse which states, “I will come unto thee.” Third, we may make mention of his name when YHVH blesses his people in connection with these other conditions. These three stipulations must be met in order for YHVH’s people to have permission to make mention of his explicit name as spelled out in the “Tetragrammaton” and actually pronounce out loud and audibly the Name as written in the Torah through the letters yod, hey, vav, hey, i.e. YHVH.2 When any of these three conditions are not met—a sacrifice on the altar, the shechinah, and the blessing—we are not permitted to utter the Name. When any of these conditions are not in place, it is “not lawful” for a man to speak the Name. This is not a tradition of men, but rather a mitzvah of Elohim as recorded in the Written Torah."

Is this argument clear to you?

This argument although found on scripture interpretation seems stretched for what the text actually says. Let's look at this text again. Exodus 20:22-26 which says "YHWH said to Moses: Thus shall you say to the sons of Israel, You have seen that from the heavens I have spoken with you. (23) You shall not make anything beside Me: no elohim of silver nor elohim of gold shall you make for yourselves. (24) An altar of ground soil shall you make for Me, and you will sacrifice on it your ascent offerings and your peace offerings, your flock and your herd. In every place where I shall record My name I shall come to you and will bless you. (25) And if you shall make an altar of stones for Me you shall not build it with them trimmed; in case you have swung your sword against it, then you have profaned it. (26) And you shall not ascent on My altar by stairs so that your nakedness be not exposed on it."

The central subject is to tell the people not to make any graven image of Him in silver or gold. And told them to build an alter to Him from the earth and told them not to profane it with the use of tools or to come before the alter in with any nakedness. In verse 24b He says, In every place where I shall record My name I shall come to you and will bless you. He says in every place where He records His name He will come to us and bless us. He does not say "Do not speak, write or record my name". And He does not say, "In the Temple where I record my name."

Let's look closer at Ha Derek's argument with my commentary in blue: Therefore, we have a mitzvah in the Torah which outlines for us the specific circumstances which need to be in place for YHVH to permit his people to make mention of his literal and explicit Name. I would argue here that this scripture does not outline specific circumstances to make mention of His name. What are these conditions? First, YHVH teaches us that we are permitted to make mention of his name when an unblemished sacrifice is offered on a properly constructed and dedicated altar. Ha Derek's argument is very weak here especially because there is no other scripture to back up their way of thinking. YHWH is not teaching us that we can only say His name when an unblemished sacrifice offered. And if He was teaching this does not Hebrews tell us that we have a new High Priest, Yeshua's sacrifice is the only true unblemished sacrifice that takes away sin. All others only cover sin. Paul also teaches that first we are now kings and preists and secondly that now we are a temple. So in essence if YHWH was teaching these things we already have an unblemished sacrifice that has been offered. Second, we may make mention of his name only when the shechinah [physical and visible presence of YHVH] comes to YHVH’s people. This is the meaning of the portion of the verse which states, “I will come unto thee.” YHWH is not teaching us what they claim He is teaching us in this scripture. In every place where He records His name He will come and bless us. It's up to Him where He records His name, it's up to Him when He will come and bless us. It's not up to us. Third, we may make mention of his name when YHVH blesses his people in connection with these other conditions. YHWH is not teaching us what they claim the scripture gives us no stipulations other than He decides where He records, comes and blesses. These three stipulations must be met in order for YHVH’s people to have permission to make mention of his explicit name as spelled out in the “Tetragrammaton” and actually pronounce out loud and audibly the Name as written in the Torah through the letters yod, hey, vav, hey, i.e. YHVH.2 When any of these three conditions are not met—a sacrifice on the altar, the shechinah, and the blessing—we are not permitted to utter the Name. When any of these conditions are not in place, it is “not lawful” for a man to speak the Name. This is not a tradition of men, but rather a mitzvah of Elohim as recorded in the Written Torah."YHWH is not teaching us what they claim He is teaching us in this scripture. It does not teach that we are not permitted to utter His name. 

Wow, Ha Derek they sure took a liberal interpretation in one verse of Exodus and made it into a law. Next they quote Yeshua saying, that He did not read the name of YHWH in the scriptures where the scriptures says, YHWH.
This of course is only speculation and could be easily debated. Yeshua may have said the name if it was then allowable (by the Pharisees, not the Word of YHWH) and the name YHWH is written in the New Testament It is also very possible that the name in the first century was not to be pronounced. Judah had come back from Babylon several centuries earlier and brought back with them other types of manmade laws. 
Why do we want to go back to First Century Judaism?
Let's take a look at first century Judaism. Samuel Ungerleider, Professor of Judaic Studies and Professor of Religious Studies Brown University says this about the three main groups of religious Jews in the first century; "The Sadducees are usually associated with aristocratic Priests, therefore they're in Jerusalem. They seem to not have thought that there was resurrection of the dead, which by this period is almost a normative belief in Judaism. And, since they were Priests, much of their religious interests focused on the smooth operation of the Temple, as is right, because that was their responsibility. 
Pharisees, on the other hand, were a school of interpretation of Biblical text.... Priests are family groups in Judaism. If you have a friend named Cohen, that means he's a priest. So one is born a priest. One can't choose to become a priest, unlike most other religious groupings in antiquity. But, if somebody is born a priest, he could decide to interpret the Bible according to a Pharisaic tradition, and that's what happened. These are not absolute boundaries. These are permeable identifications. Josephus, for example, this historian we have is from a Jerusalem-like, priestly, aristocratic family, but he aligns himself with the Pharisees, which is one of the reasons why he praises them so much in his books. 
The Essenes are another group of people very concerned with purity. There is a lot of purity ritual associated with them. Josephus and another first century historian and writer, Philo, talk about the Essenes as being a philosophic community [with] communal property. There was a group within the Essenes who were celibate. What's interesting is that this is the community that's also represented by the Dead Sea Scroll library. And, given what we now know about them, as a result of finding that library, we can measure the distance between a respectful description by somebody who's not an Essene, and what the Essenes were actually up to. The Essenes, themselves, were very apocalyptic. They were very concerned with purity. They were so concerned about the holiness of the Temple that at least the ones in Qumran had a reputation of not going up there at all."
As far as the first century beliefs of Pharisees who are the ones who actually interpreted the law, Yeshua had some things to say to them. Matthew 23 says from the HNV of the World English Bible, Then Yeshua spoke to the multitudes and to his talmidim, (2) saying, "The scribes and the Perushim sat on Moshe' seat. (3) All things therefore whatever they tell you to observe, observe and do, but don't do their works; for they say, and don't do. The reader should be aware that if we look at the Shem Tov's Hebrew Matthew writing, this verse may be interpreted from the Hebrew as, while they sit in the seat of Moses, meaning when they speak the Torah of Moses do as they say. (4) For they bind heavy burdens that are grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not lift a finger to help them. (5) But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their tefillin broad, enlarge the tzitziyot of their garments, (6) and love the place of honor at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, (7) the salutations in the marketplaces, and to be called 'Rabbi, Rabbi' by men. (8) But don't you be called 'Rabbi,' for one is your teacher, the Messiah, and all of you are brothers. (9) Call no man on the earth your father, for one is your Father, he who is in heaven. (10) Neither be called masters, for one is your master, the Messiah. (11) But he who is greatest among you will be your servant. (12) Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (13) "Woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and as a pretense you make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. (14) "But woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! Because you shut up the Kingdom of Heaven against men; for you don't enter in yourselves, neither do you allow those who are entering in to enter. (15) Woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! For you travel around by sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much of a son of Gehinnom as yourselves. (16) "Woe to you, you blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.' (17) You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifies the gold? (18) 'Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obligated?' (19) You blind fools! For which is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift? (20) He therefore who swears by the altar, swears by it, and by everything on it. (21) He who swears by the temple, swears by it, and by him who was living in it. (22) He who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God, and by him who sits on it. (23) "Woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the Torah: justice, mercy, and faith. But you ought to have done these, and not to have left the other undone. (24) You blind guides, who strain out a gnat, and swallow a camel! (25) "Woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and unrighteousness. (26) You blind Parush, first clean the inside of the cup and of the platter, that the outside of it may become clean also. (27) "Woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! For you are like whitened tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. (28) Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. (29) "Woe to you, scribes and Perushim, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and decorate the tombs of the righteous, (30) and say, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we wouldn't have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.' (31) Therefore you testify to yourselves that you are children of those who killed the prophets. (32) Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. (33) You serpents, you offspring of vipers, how will you escape the judgment of Gehinnom? (34) Therefore, behold, I send to you prophets, wise men, and scribes. Some of them you will kill and crucify; and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city; (35) that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Hevel to the blood of Zekharyah son of Berekhyah, whom you killed between the sanctuary and the altar. (36) Most certainly I tell you, all these things will come upon this generation. (37) "Yerushalayim, Yerushalayim, who kills the prophets, and stones those who are sent to her! How often I would have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you would not! (38) Behold, your house is left to you desolate. (39) For I tell you, you will not see me from now on, until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!'"

Yeshua's first admonishment to the Pharisees was in verse 4 is, "For they bind heavy burdens that are grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not lift a finger to help them." This means that they had laws which were too burdensome for people to follow, meaning that their interpretation of some laws were incorrect. Yeshua was not happy with the way that the Pharisees carried out their life, they should have been the ones who help people and correctly interpret laws but they were not doing their job.

Why are so many Messianics looking to return to first century Judaism, when it failed to meet Yeshua's expectations? It was not because of Torah, but because of the men leading it. They were not concerned with their misinterpretations and had a lack of concern for the people, they seemed only concerned with themselves.



Another Group has issues with the speaking of His name...

Another group having issues with using the name is Beth Immanuel Fellowship in Hudson, WI. D.T. Lancaster who teaches for First Fruits of Zion magazine is one of three elders at the congregation. Here is a quote from their website, "In respect for this community ideal we ask that persons attending our fellowship please refrain from speaking the personal Name of God aloud during times of corporate worship. If it is your personal conviction that the Name should be pronounced aloud, but are willing to refrain from doing so within our congregation, then you are certainly welcome to worship, fellowship and learn with us." Now Daniel Lancaster is a wonderful teacher and their ministry team is loving and caring. I am in no means belittling their ministry. I am just disagreeing with this one point. Just so we are clear here, what they are saying is if you speak His name aloud at Beth Immanuel you are not welcome to worship there. 

Who made these rules about not speaking the name? Is it in scripture? Was it the rabbinical misinterpretation, building hedges around His Word?

Let's look at His Word to see what His Word says about the name.
1. First mention of His name: Genesis 2:4-5 These are the genealogical annals of the heavens and the earth, when they were created. In the day Yahweh Elohim made the earth and the heavens, and every shrub of the field ere it is coming to be in the earth, and all herbage of the field ere it is sprouting, at that time Yahweh Elohim does not bring rain on the earth, and there was no human to serve the ground. At first mention of His Name there is no stipulation against saying His name.
2. First mention of calling on His name is in Genesis 4:26 There was also born a son to Seth, and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on YHWH’s name. Here there also is no stipulation in calling on the name.
3. Moses using the name in front of the people: Exodus 16:23 He said to them, “This is that which YHWH has spoken, ‘Tomorrow is a solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to Yahweh. Exodus 16:25 
Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to YHWH. Today you shall not find it in the field. There are actually several instances of Moses using the name YHWH with the people.
4. The people using His name after Ha Derek's argument of Exodus 20: Exodus 24:3 Moses came and told the people all the words of YHWH, and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, “All the words which YHWH has spoken will we do.” Here it is recorded that all the people use the name of YHWH, this after Ha Derek's Exodus 20 argument.
5. No Oral Torah! : The scriptures say that Moses wrote all the words of YHWH Exodus 24:4 Moses wrote all the words of YHWH, and rose up early in the morning, and built an altar under the mountain, and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. This dispels the myth that Moses kept some unwritten laws just so the teachers of the people could be privy to more knowledge. Secret things that were told to Moses that only the learned can discuss and teach from. This is nothing more than a myth!
6. Joshua using His name: Joshua 2: 12-14 12 Now therefore, please swear to me by YHWH, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a true token; 13 and that you will save alive my father, my mother, my brothers, and my sisters, and all that they have, and will deliver our lives from death. 14 The men said to her, “Our life for yours, if you don’t talk about this business of ours; and it shall be, when YHWH gives us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with you.”
7. Two other men using His name: Joshua 2:24 They said to Joshua, “Truly YHWH has delivered into our hands all the land. Moreover, all the inhabitants of the land melt away before us.”
8. The children of Joseph using His name: Joshua 17:14 The children of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given me just one lot and one part for an inheritance, since I am a great people, because YHWH has blessed me so far?”
9. The Children of Israel using His name: Joshua 24:16 The people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake YHWH, to serve other gods.
10. Solomon using His name: 1Kings 8:57 May YHWH our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. Let him not leave us, nor forsake us;
11. Naomi using His name: Ruth 1:8 Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house: YHWH deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead, and with me.
12. The reapers using His name: Ruth 2:4 Behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said to the reapers, “YHWH be with you.”They answered him, “Yahweh bless you.”
13. Women using His name: Ruth 4:14 The women said to Naomi, “Blessed be YHWH, who has not left you this day without a near kinsman; and let his name be famous in Israel.
14. Hannah using His name: 1 Samuel 1:11 She vowed a vow, and said, “YWHW of Armies, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your handmaid, and remember me, and not forget your handmaid, but will give to your handmaid a boy, then I will give him to YHWH all the days of his life, and no razor shall come on his head.”
15. Job uses His name: Job 12:9 Who doesn’t know that in all these, the hand of YHWH has
done this
16. David using His name: Psalm 3:3 But you, YHWH, are a shield around me, my glory, and the
one who lifts up my head.
17. Asaf using His name: Psalm 73:28 But it is good for me to come close to Elohim.
I have made the Adonai YHWH my refuge, that I may tell of all your works.
18. Isaiah using the name: Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of YHWH you rulers of Seḏom; give ear to
the Torah of our Elohim, you people of Amorah!
19. Jeremiah says to sing and praise Yahweh: Jeremiah 20:13 Sing to YHWH, praise YHWH; for
he has delivered the soul of the needy from the hand of evildoers.
20.. Jeremiah calling on His name: Lamentations 3:55 I called on your name, Yahweh, out of the
lowest dungeon.
21. From Ezekiel 36:36 the nations will know that He is YHWH (most likely not from just
reading His name in scripture): Then the nations that are left around you shall know that I,
Yahweh, have built the ruined places, and planted that which was desolate: I, YHWH, have
spoken it, and I will do it. The understanding in this verse seems to indicate that they will know
the name of YHWH.
22. Hosea 6:1 says to acknowledge YHWH and seek to know Him: Let us acknowledge YHWH.
Let us press on to know YHWH. Does this scripture mean we only can mentally ascent His name or should we acknowledge it by saying, speaking and calling on His name? 

And regarding how we should use His name..

1. 1 Chronicles 16:8 says, Oh give thanks to Yahweh. Call on his name. Make his doings known among the peoples. So what are we to do here? Call on another name or a replacement name? No, we are to call upon His name. Are we to make a replacement name responsible for His doings among the peoples? No, His doings.
2. Psalm 105:1 says, Give thanks to Yahweh! Call on his name! Make his doings known among the peoples. Again here, scripture tells us to call on His name!
3. Isaiah 12:4 says, In that day you will say, “Give thanks to Yahweh! Call on his name. Declare his doings among the peoples. Proclaim that his name is exalted!
4. Jeremiah 10:25 says, Pour out your wrath on the nations that don’t know you, and on the families that don’t call on your name: for they have devoured Jacob, yes, they have devoured him and consumed him, and have laid waste his habitation. I want to call on His name!

In review, Ha Derek's new found law is weak and cannot be backed up by scripture alone. Beth Immanuel's silence of saying the name does not agree totally with scripture, but does alien with Orthodox Judaism. Neither of these ministries are accepted as authentic Judaism by today's Pharisees, the Orthodox community, so seeming to please men and not scripture cannot gain acceptance. And trying to regain first century Judaism recreates an environment that was not pleasing to Yeshua. Looking into the commandment from Deuteronomy 5:11 from four different versions, NASB, CLV, WEB and the Scriptures '98:
NASB; 11 'You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 
CLV; 11 You shall not take up the name of Yahweh your Elohim for futility, for Yahweh shall not hold innocent him who takes up His name for futility
WEB; 11 “You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain: for Yahweh will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
The Scriptures '98; 11 ‘You do not bring1 the Name of יהוה your Elohim to naught, for יהוה does not leave him unpunished who brings His Name to naught. Footnote: 1Or lift up, or take.

We can see from the commands in Scripture we are commanded to call on His Name! We should not be prohibited, but should use His name always with respect and not in vain. It certainly seems good to use His name in praise and worship and in prayer. Throughout the Tanach His name, YHWH, is used. Using the name is not condemned anywhere in the Torah unless it is used in vain or that His name is negated or brought to nothing. It was a form of praise for the Patriarchs to call upon YHVH, and it was for very good reasons ,because he had provided for them. They made His name known among the nations. We should not be subject to the silence of His name, nor should we misuse it. 

